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ecclesiastics who serve churches (gui ecdesiis militant), to become abbats of monasteries. But let them either give up their clerical service (clericatus militia), and then be promoted to hold office in the monasteries ; or, if they prefer to remain abbats, let them on no account be allowed to continue to serve as (parochial) clergymen. The duties of each office separately are so weighty that no one can rightly discharge them. It is therefore very improper that one man should be considered fit to discharge the duties of both, and that by this means the ^ecclesiastical order should interfere with the monastic life, and the rule of the monastic life in turn should interfere with the interests of the churches."
*"*" Thus did Gregory draw a sharp distinction between the monks and the parochial clergy. A monk might become a curate, or a curate a monk, but a man might not be both at one and the same time. Undoubtedly Gregory believed that the life of the monks was the higher of the two, and his prohibition of secular intrusion was enforced mainly in their interest. Notwithstanding this view, however, he was willing, when necessary, to withdraw monks from their convents and place them in the ranks of the secular clergy. He allowed bishops to ordain them for parochial work in limited numbers,1 and he himself elevated several to the episcopate.2 On two occasions at least he even entrusted the care of a church to a monastic congregation. Hearing that the services at the Church of St. Pancras at Home were neglected by its clergy, he consigned the property and care of the church to a congregation of monks whom he established in an adjacent monastery. They were to procure a priest to celebrate mass, and he was to live with them in the monastery and be supported by them.8 In similar manner the Church of St. George was handed over to the abbat Maximianus and his congregation in Sicily.4 But such arrangements served at a later time as a precedent for certain modifications in the relationship of the monks to the
>. i. 18; vi. 27;   vii. 40; viii. 17; x. 1 (where, however, it is not expressly stated that the monks are to be ordained).
2  The most notable are Maximianus of Syracuse, Augustine of Canterbury, and Marinianus of Bavenna.
3  Ibid. iv. 18.
4  Ibid. ix. 7.